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as one of its many and complicated consequences, it has entailed upon
the community an increased disposition to pulmonary diseases.
VERMINOUS IRRITATION AS SIMULATING OTHER DISEASES
BY WM. MARKLEY LEE, M.D., OF ISDIANTOWN, S. C.
Intestinal worms are often improperly supposed to excite fever in thehuman subject; for every experienced physician can recall instances in
which worms have been discharged, and in which the friends of thepatient have in consequence ascribed the febrile symptoms to verminous
irritation, whereas their discharge was rather a consequence, than a
cause of fever.
I have often been astonished, however, that so few instances have
been recorded in medical periodicals, of worms as causing the symp-
toms of other diseases. They may, and I am convinced frequently do,irritate certain nerves, and produce symptoms which are never attributed
to their influence. To demonstrate this position, I will describe certain
cases which have occurred in my own practice, to all appearances to-
tally disconnected with worms, but which were promptly cured by
antlielmintics.
Sciatica.—Soon after I commenced the practice of my profession inCharleston, I was requested to attend a lad about nine years of age, la-
boring under sciatica. Blistering and the remedies usually employed,
were tried in vain for several days. At one of my visits, when at a loss
what next to prescribe, his mother informed me that he ground his teethfrequently in his sleep ; this led me to suspect verminous irritation ; I
therefore sent him anthelmintic medicine, composed of calomel and
spigelia, and at my next visit I was truly gratified to see him walking
about the house, free from all pain except the irritation of the blister. I
was informed, that immediately after he had discharged a number oflumbrici, the rheumatic symptoms vanished. He was from that time
restored to perfect health.
Phthisis Pulmonalis.—I was soon after requested to visit a young
married woman, whose case was marked by svmptoms of the above
disease—cough so incessant as to prevent sleep, and was exhausting her
strength ; remedies usually exhibited in such cases, here failed to afford
relief, until one day she mentioned some symptoms which led me to
suspect verminous irritation. After the exhibition of the anthelmintic
already mentioned, in the space of forty hours she discharged an equal
number of lumbrici, and the symptoms of pulmonary disease were
relieved promptly and permanently.
Paraplegia.—I was called during the last summer to a young girl
about eleven years of age, sick with bilious remittent fever ; she had
been bled and purged without material benefit ; the febrile excitement
was moderate, but in addition to considerable pain and soreness about
the prscordia, there was a remarkable loss of power over the lower ex-
tremities, amounting even to inability to turn in bed without assistance.
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A careful examination of the spinal column presented no symptom of
local inflammation. In reply to my interrogatories, I was assured that
she had received no blow, or injury of the spine, but that the symp-
toms of paraplegia supervened at the same time with the fever. Her
friends united in stating that she frequently ground her teeth during
sleep. A blister to the epigastrium was directed ; and as I had never
seen nor read of a similar case from verminous irritation, my treatment
was adapted both to fever and worms: R. Nit. potass. 3¡. ; cal.,
ipecac, and camphor, ää 9ss. M. Of this compound, a frequent pre-
scription of mine, in bilious remittent, I directed eight grains every
three hours during the paroxysm, and that 9ss. calomel be combined
with the first dose. I was in hopes, from the well-established efficacy
of this preparation of mercury, and the success which is reported to at-
tend the exhibition of camphor in Italian practice, that if this form ofparaplegia was caused by worms, relief would be promptly obtained.A dose of ol. ricini and sp. terebinthinae was also directed to be admin-
istered the succeeding morning. At my next visit I ascertained that
she had discharged a large number of worms, and was enabled to walk
about. She soon recovered.
Such facts I consider interesting and important, and have been as-tonished that they have excited so little attention from the profession.Have I erred in attributing these cases to verminous irritation ? In the
two former, the treatment usually instituted had failed to produce the
results expected, and it was not until worms had been evacuated, that
relief was obtained.
I trust this hasty article may elicit the experience of my medicalbrethren on this point.
In conclusion, I will describe a case which came under my care while
assistant physician of the (Charleston) Dispensary, in 1828. 1 was
called to an elderly woman who for several years had been troubled
with taenia ; several eminent physicians, in succession, had dislodged aportion of the worm ; but in the course of a few months medical aid
was again required—for as the head of the taenia had not been dis-
charged, new joints had been regenerated and morbid symptoms renew-
ed—the exhibition of calomel and gamboge, followed by ol. ricini and
sp. terebinth, in a few hours caused the discharge of a taenia about fourfeet in length. Attributing the recurrence of the disease toan atony of the
alimentary canal, after the exhibition of alkalies for the purpose of re-
moving the tenacious mucus from the mouths of the absorbents, I pre-
scribed the solution of the acet. of iron, formed by digesting the car-bonate of iron in strong vinegar, to be taken in doses of a teaspoonful
thrice a day. But a short time was necessary to demonstrate its effi-
cacy, for her health improved rapidly. By my directions, she persisted
in the use of the remedy for several weeks. After all former attacks,
a year had never elapsed without a renewal of the symptoms. Fully
three years after, I again saw her, when she stated that she had never
since perceived any symptoms of the worm.
A few months since, I attended a young negro, from whom, in the
space of a week, I succeeded in dislodging more than seventy lumbrici.
 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA on August 15, 2016. 
 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.
The same tonic (acet. iron) was prescribed for him ; and at the present
time, his master has not a more healthy young negro.These latter cases, although not strictly connected with the above
article, are adduced to show the expediency and necessity of following
up the exhibition of anthelmintics by chalybeates, or other tonics.—Southern Med. Jour.
OPIUM IN RHEUMATISM\p=m-\FURTHER EVIDENCE
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
Sir,—For some months past, opium, as a remedy in rheumatism, hasfrequently been referred to and commented upon, in your valuable peri-
odical. Too much has already been said about it, if it is not a remedy ;
and if it is, it will not be a misemployment of time to say more. Hav-
ing myself, in two previous communications, spoken favorably of it, I
shall still speak of it as a useful medicine in this disorder.
I was induced to make these remarks, from having seen, in your pa-
per, the observations of a writer who signs himself A. H., of Cheraw,
S. C. He states that opium as a remedy has long been known to him,
but expresses a doubt whether it is a real remedy, or calculated to pro-
duce a radical cure, and asks the question, I should think sarcastically,
whether it will cure a case of fifteen years' standing?
In regard to this question, I will reply by asking him whether anydisorder of fifteen years' standing is often totally and radically cured ?It is well known that the longer the human system has been subjected
to disease, the harder it is to counteract the morbid tendency, until dis-
ease has so interwoven itself with all its actions that it becomes consti-
tutional, and it is impossible to restore it to a healthy state. It would
be as easy to restore life to the dead or decaying limb of a tree, as
health to a person who has been sick such a length of time. I should
almost as soon think of restoring a leg or an arm, when either of these
had been amputated, as effecting a cure when a person had been labor-
ing under disease for fifteen years. Quacks and bragadocios may pre-
tend to do it, but a physician who wishes to establish a reputation upon
something more than mere pretence, would detest the idea of so base
a fraud.
Respecting opium as a remedy in other, or recent cases, it is like all
other generally attested remedies. Under favorable circumstances it
will cure, and under unfavorable ones it will be likely to fail. Like
other remedies, too, it requires the assistance of medicine possessed of
other attributes. We have but few specifics, or medicines, which will
always cure ; and we have but few single remedies that will effect much
without the aid of collateral means. In cases where there is a high in-
flammatory diathesis, venesection is necessary. When the stomach
and bowels are in an improper condition, these should be operated
upon. When the secerning system is in fault, this should be looked to
with the most scrupulous attention. It is not one set of vessels alone,
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